FEDERATION OF EUROPEAN SOCIETIES OF
FESPB PLANT BIOLOGY

Minutes of the FESPB Council held on June 27
Budapest Congress Center, Brahim room II h. 12.30-13.45

Agenda:

1. Approval of the last Council Meeting (Marseille 2023 available in the FESPB website)
2. Introduction of the new Executive Members
3. Reports of the Members of the Executive Committee:
*  President (Janos Gyo6rgyey)
»  Secretary General (Laura De Gara)
»  Treasurer (Christian Zorb)
* Chair, Grants & Awards Committees (Maria Isabel Diaz Rodriguez)
*  Chair, Publications Committee (and Web Media) (Janos Gydrgyey)
Elections of the expired EC Members
Relationship with the National Delegates
Next Plant Biology Europe (PBE) Congress
Any other business

No oas

Present: the Executive Committee (EC) Members and National Delegates or their deputy
representatives for the Plant Biology/Physiology Societies of Croatia, Czech Republic, Germany,
Hungary, Italy, Poland, Slovakia, Spain,

1. Approval of the Previous Council Meeting Minutes

The Secretary General recalls that the minutes of the previous Council Meeting were published
on the FESPB website and informs that all National Delegates were notified both at the time of
publication (September 2023) and in the most recent email sent with the Council Meeting
invitation. In the absence of comments from those present, she requests approval of the minutes.
The minutes are approved by unanimous consent.

2. Introduction of New Executive Committee Members

The Secretary General briefly introduces Wojciech Strzalka, the new Chair of the Grants
Committee, along with the other Executive Committee members. She also announces that
Carolina Escobar will replace Isabel Diaz as Chair of the Awards Committee, starting from
November 2025.

3. Reports from Executive Committee Members
» FESPB President Janos Gydrgyey provides an overview of the work carried out by the Local
Organizing Committee (LOC) for the Congress, highlighting the excellent results achieved in



terms of participation: 465 registered researchers from 38 countries (see table), including 68
senior researchers, 192 postdoctoral fellows, and 205 PhD or Master's students. The Council
thanks Janos Gyorgyey and the LOC for their efforts and congratulates them on the successful
outcome. The Secretary General emphasizes the significant participation from non-European
countries, noting that this is likely the first FESPB conference with such a high attendance of
researchers not affiliated with member societies.

4 Austria 15 France 35 Poland

7 Belgium 12 Germany 9 Portugal

5 Brazil 2 Greece 5 Russia

6 Bulgaria 112 Hungary 4 Serbia

3 Canada 4 India 8 Slovakia

3 Chile 3 Ireland 30 Spain

9 China 4 Israel 6 Sweden

5 Croatia 58 Italy 9 Switzerland

1 Cyprus 46 Korea 7 Taiwan

20 Czech Republic 1 Kosovo 1 Ukraine

1 Ecuador 3 Mexico 11  United Kingdom
1 Estonia 7 Netherlands 3 United States
2 Finland 3 Norway

* The Secretary General (Laura De Gara) briefly summarizes the activities carried out by the
Executive Committee over the past two years. The most important of which have been described
in the minutes of the meeting available on the FESPB website. Besides the formal meetings, the
EC members exchanged information, discussed problems, and shared decisions via many emails
during the last two years.

» The Treasurer (Christian Z6rb) reports that the Federation received positive evaluations from
external audits for the years 2022 and 2023. Based on the documentation provided, the status of
non-profit association exempt from taxes was confirmed by the German Tax Authority
(Finanzamt Stuttgart-Kdrperschaften Paulinenstr 44 70178 Stuttgart Steuer Nr 99019/45323).
The treasurer reminds that the Council must appoint two National Delegates or their substitutes to
take responsibility for the periodic audit, which is necessary to maintain the status of a non-profit
association. He also notes that the audits are conducted through remote meetings and require the
analysis of the financial documentation prepared by the treasurer. Ales P&ndik (Czech Republic)
and Mirta Tkalec (Croatia) are available to take on this role for the next two years. The Council
approves.

The Treasurer presents the scientific societies currently affiliated with FESPB, highlighting those
not in compliance with the annual fee payment, including Greece, Russia, and Ukraine.
Specifically, there has been no response to emails sent to Greece, likely due to the retirement of
the former National Delegate. Ukraine has objective difficulties in paying the annual fee due to
the ongoing war, and Russia is unable to transfer money to German banks, despite expressing the
desire to pay the required fees. The Council approves that the EC: i) trys to identify among
the participants of the PBE Congress some Greek researchers in order to try to contact the
president of the national Scientific Society; ii) speaks with Russian participants to ensure
their affiliation and request that they commit to paying the arrears when possible, and to maintain
Ukraine's affiliation by extending the fee waiver for the years 2025-2026. The Treasurer reports



that only two companies (Agrisera AB and Hansatech Instruments Ltd.) are currently affiliated
with FESPB. The affiliated journals remain Plant Biology and Physiologia Plantarum (Wiley),
Journal of Experimental Botany (Oxford University Press), Journal of Plant Physiology (Elsevier,
Germany), and Plant Physiology and Biochemistry (Elsevier, France).

* The Chair of the Awards Committee (Maria Isabel Diaz Rodriguez) illustrates the activities
carried out within both the Awards Committee and the Grants Committee, as the new Chair of the
Grants Committee, Wojciech Strzatka, was elected last February and has only recently started
working alongside Isabel Diaz. The Chair explains the procedures implemented for selecting
students who won the grant to attend PBE 2025, noting that FESPB decided to cover the
conference registration and hotel expenses for 25 Master’s or PhD students. The 25 winners were
selected by a committee that sought collaboration from all National Delegates, among 41
candidates who applied. As stipulated, the following requirements were met: the winning students
must work in a research group led by a member of one of the societies affiliated with FESPB and
must present an abstract at the conference as the first author. In selecting the winners, in addition
to the scientific merit of the abstracts and the submitted curriculum, the geographical distribution
of the grants was also considered. Isabel Diaz noted that it was particularly challenging to obtain
the collaboration of the National Delegates. Regarding the two Awards for young researchers,
Isabel Diaz mentioned that the Awards were funded, as in previous editions, by the Journal of
Experimental Botany with €2000 and by Physiologia Plantarum with €1500, and that the Journal
of Experimental Botany offered the possibility for the two Awardees to submit an article on their
research. The two Awards were selected from eight candidates, including two Spanish, one
Portuguese, two from the Czech Republic, one Polish, one Italian, and one Hungarian, all of
whom presented particularly qualified CVs for their academic age. Concerning the Awards for
young researchers, the Secretary General informed the EC members and suggested redefining the
concept of 'young researcher,' currently defined as a researcher with no more than six years since
obtaining their PhD degree. This suggestion is based on the consideration that some candidates
for the last editions of the Awards had significant research experience prior to starting their PhD,
and the duration of the PhD varies across European countries. The EC makes two proposal: 1)
candidates for the Awards can apply within nine years of their first publication; 2) candidates for
the Awards must be no more than 35 years old in addition to having no more than six years since
obtaining their PhD. In both proposals, female researchers would still be granted one year less for
each child they had during the considered period. Finally, Isabel Diaz mentions that during the
conference, the seven best posters presented by students would be selected, with the prize being
registration for the next conference offered by FESPB. A committee organized by researchers
from various nations and coordinated by Tibor Janda, a member of the LOC, has been established
for this purpose. The Secretary General asks the Council members if they have any comments
concerning the proposed changes in the definition of young researchers and after a discussion
with speeches by different participants, the two proposals are voted on. The preferred one was the
second: 'candidates for the Awards must be no more than 35 years old in addition to having no
more than six years since obtaining their PhD; female researchers would still be granted one year
less for each child they had during the considered period.'

* The Chair of the Publications Committee (and Web Media), Janos Gyorgyey, described the
activities carried out to promote PBE 2025 through Facebook, particularly highlighting the
effectiveness of some paid advertising on Facebook about the conference that reached a global
audience.

4. Election of Expired EC Members
The Secretary General reports that it is necessary to elect a new Treasurer and Chair of
Publications for the next four years, since the mandates of Christian Zérb and Janos Gyorgyey



have ended. She also reminds that the Treasurer must be German to allow the Federation to
maintain its non-profit status recognized by the German government, while there are no
constraints for the other roles. Both Christian Zorb and Janos Gydrgyey have expressed their
willingness to be renewed. The Secretary General asks the present National Delegates if they
have other candidacies, but none of the present members are available or have information from
their societies about other candidacies. To activate a speedy process, the Secretary General
suggests, if there are no alternative proposals, that the National Delegates express their vote
during the Council Meeting as permitted by the statutes of FESPB (83). The Delegates agree with
this proposal and express unanimous votes for the candidates. Therefore, Christian Z6rb and
Janos Gydrgyey are nominated Treasurer and Chair of Publications respectively for the next four
years. The Secretary General asks the National Delegates to support the Chair of Publications,
since this role requires active engagement to ensure the Federation's presence on social media,
particularly in the year preceding the PBE Congress.

5. Relations with National Delegates

Various members of the Executive Committee report difficulties in interacting with the National
Delegates, often even in receiving responses to emails addressed to individual delegates. The
Secretary General reminds that the statute indicates that the Council is composed of one National
Delegate and one substitute for each affiliated Scientific Society, and that, given the different
timing of the elections of the presidents of the affiliated Societies, it is very difficult to keep the
list of National Delegates correctly updated. To facilitate this task, the Secretary General
proposes to the Council to share with all the Presidents of the affiliated Scientific Societies an
Excel file with the names of the National Delegates and their substitutes, asking the President of
each Society to verify the accuracy of the information available to the Executive Committee and,
when necessary, to update the table. The Council agrees with this proposal.

6. Next Plant Biology Europe (PBE) Congress

The Secretary General reports that although some inquiries have been made about the possibility
of organizing the next congress, no definitive proposals have yet been received. The EC
proposes to disseminate among potentially interested societies the request to submit their
proposals by October 30. The Council agrees with the proposal. The Secretary General also
informs that 2028 will mark the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of FESPB. A discussion is
opened on the possibility to postpone the next Congress to 2028 or to maintain the biennial
schedule for the PBE Congress and organize a special event during 2028. Most of the present
members agree to postpone the congress to 2028, but it is decided that the final decision is
delegated to the Society that will be in charge of organizing the Congress.

7. Any Other Business
There being no further points to discuss, the meeting was closed at 13:45.
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Laura De Gara FESPB Secretary General
3" of July 2025

"The minutes were circulated to all participants of the FESPB Council meeting, with a
request for approval, including the option of tacit consent. All participants
subsequently confirmed their approval.”






